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Supporting & caring 
 for your children. 

Gunnedah South 
Public School 

“With oar and sail ” Special points of 
interest: 

 Year 5 & 6 Bonding 
Excursion Thursday 3rd & 
Friday 4th February cost 
$15 

 Easter Hat Parade Thursday 
24th March 
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A few words from our Principal... 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Tell Them from Me ~ survey  
I am delighted that this term, our school, like many others in the state, will participate 
in a Department of Education initiative: the Tell Them From Me student feedback 
survey. The survey aims to help improve student learning outcomes and measures 
factors that are known to affect academic achievement and other student outcomes. 
The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing, engagement and effective 
teaching practices.  
More information about the survey is available at: 
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-parents 
The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide our school with valuable 
and quick feedback on what they think about school life, how engaged they are with 
school and the different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia 
and around the world have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help improve how 
they do things at school.  
I want to assure you that the survey is confidential and school staff will not be able to 
identify individual students from their responses. The survey is conducted online and 
will typically take less than 30 minutes to complete. It will be administered during 
school hours between 14 March and 8 April. Participating in the survey is entirely 
voluntary. 

A consent form and a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) for parents/carers 
about the survey is within this newsletter. If you do not want your child or children to 
participate, please return the consent to withdraw form to school by Wednesday 
2nd March. This form is included in this newsletter. The FAQs and copies of the 
consent form, including translated consent forms, are available from the website 
above. 

Stage 3 Bonding Evening 
Last year’s bonding evening was a very successful night where Year 5 and 6 students 
slept a night at the school and participated in team building activities. The Stage 3 
teachers are looking forward to getting to know their students in a more relaxed 
environment. They will also trek to Pensioner’s Hill to learn more about our local 
Indigenous culture. A big thank you to Nicola Michelsen and Geoff Sumpter for 
organising this event.  
SRC Badge Ceremony 
A huge congratulations to our elected class SRC representatives 
for 2016. They will play an important role in identifying ways to 
improve our school. Next Thursday they will receive their badges 
at an assembly. All parents and families are welcome to come 
and join in this important event. There will be an afternoon tea 
for the new SRC Reps and their families in the school kitchen 
after the assembly.  



 
Fire Drill 
This Wednesday the school held a fire drill. All schools are required to carry out 
regular fire, lock down and evacuation procedures to ensure that we are adequately 
prepared in the event of an actual emergency. It is a way to ensure that students, 
staff and visitors are kept safe on our grounds. Well done to all students and staff who 
organised themselves promptly to assemble themselves on the oval within 3 minutes 
of the bell ringing. Not a bad effort for over 620 students!  
 
Working Bee 

The school is looking at holding a working bee on the weekend of Sat 5th and Sun 6th 
of March (not far away). Unfortunately our garden keeper, Mr Todd Jeffery, is out of 
action for a couple of weeks and our garden beds are in desperate need of weeding. 
We would like to wish Mr Jeffery a speedy recovery and, in the meantime, give him a 
hand to get the gardens looking tip top. Any volunteers who would like to lend a hand 
on this day, please ring the school and leave your name. Details of times and jobs will 
be broadcast closer to the date. 

Zone Swimming Carnival 
Congratulations must go to the 40 fabulous swimmers who represented South at the 
zone swimming  carnival yesterday. Special mention goes to Cooper  Williams, who 
broke a 2001 zone record for the 200m Individual Medley by almost 14 seconds! Our 
junior and senior boy’s relay also broke zone records and many of our students are 
looking forward to swimming at the Area carnival on March 7th. 
Our supervising teachers have commented on the exemplary behaviour of the 
children. I was extremely proud of our students when on Wednesday evening, I 
received a letter from a teacher of another school, congratulating the students for 
their behaviour and attitude. 
Well done and congratulations to you all. We look forward to a more comprehensive 
report  and photos in next week’s newsletter. 

 

Kindest Regards 
Emma Jeffery 
Principal 



 



 



 



 



CANTEEN NEWS 

 
Gunnedah South 

School P & C Canteen  
 
 
The Canteen is operated by the P & C 

Association, it employs one staff 
member and ALL profits go back 
into the school. 

 
It runs 5 days a week both recess and 

lunch and relies on parent and carer 
VOLUNTEERS to run. 

 

We need your help to keep this 
great service going and you can do 
once a week, once a month or once 
a term.  

 

You don’t need to be a great cook. It’s 
really easy to help out and our 
lovely supervisor, Sharon, is always 
there to show you the ropes.  

 
Contact the office and leave your 

contact details and Sharon will give 
you a call.  

 SCHOOL  NEWS… 

Please note following Dates: 
 

Thursday 24th March-Easter Hat Parade 

Friday 8th April Grandparents Day 

Friday 6th May School Cross Country 

 

Tm2 Wk3 10, 12 & 13th May NAPLAN 

 

 Silver  
Drew Shepard,  Harry Capper, 
Bridee Weekes, Jydan Davison, 
Indiella Bryers, Mason Louis, 

Chyanne Squires, Taylah Miller, 
Bella Anderson, Sophie 

Gardner, Roman Thompson, 
Brayden Delaney 

Gold 
Harry Capper, Braidyn Delaney, 

Mason Louis 



 

Gunnedah South Public School Gunnedah South Public School   
Swimming Carnival Swimming Carnival   

  
On Wednesday 17th February, children from Gunnedah South On Wednesday 17th February, children from Gunnedah South 
walked to the town pool to participate in the annual swimming walked to the town pool to participate in the annual swimming 
carnival. carnival.   
It was an impressive sight to see everyone dressed in their house It was an impressive sight to see everyone dressed in their house 
colours and participation was at an all time high. All students were colours and participation was at an all time high. All students were 
great ambassadors for our school and behaviour and sportsmanship great ambassadors for our school and behaviour and sportsmanship 
throughout the day was outstanding.throughout the day was outstanding.  
  
As usual, there were a large number of students who excelled in the As usual, there were a large number of students who excelled in the 
pool. The overall age winners of the day will be announced at our pool. The overall age winners of the day will be announced at our 
school assembly in Week 6.school assembly in Week 6.  
  
It was fantastic to see so many children participate in all the events. It was fantastic to see so many children participate in all the events. 
The enthusiasm in the novelty events was also excellent.The enthusiasm in the novelty events was also excellent.  
  
It was a battle to see which house would win on the day. All children It was a battle to see which house would win on the day. All children 
who participated in any event, both competitive and novelty events who participated in any event, both competitive and novelty events 
gained a point for their house. This made it a close struggle between gained a point for their house. This made it a close struggle between 
the house groups. At the end of the day WATTLE were the winning the house groups. At the end of the day WATTLE were the winning 
house. Congratulations!house. Congratulations!  
  
A big thankyou to all the volunteers and staff who helped to ensure A big thankyou to all the volunteers and staff who helped to ensure 
the day was a success. the day was a success.   



 



 

 
1/2R Science Fun Day! 
 
On Monday, 1/2R had a science day where we 
learnt all about life and living things. 
We looked at what plants need to survive; and made 
grass heads. 
We explored our school and found insects that live 
there. 
We discovered that everyone in our class has a 
different finger print. 
After lunch, we ventured off to Gunnedah High School 
to complete an experiment in a real science lab. We 
tested our sense of smell and learnt about the other 
senses aswell. 
Thankyou to Mrs Preston, Mrs Swain, Mrs Hobden 
and Mrs Anderson who came along on the day to help 
us. 



 


